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Curriculum

The study of Geography stimulates an interest in and a sense of wonder about places, helping
young people make sense of a complex and dynamically changing world.

Geography lessons at Cambourne Village College will equip pupils with knowledge about
diverse places, people, resources and natural and human environments, together with a deep
understanding of the Earth’s key physical and human processes.

Pupils will be encouraged to question the world around them, become more independent
learners through fieldwork, and develop well-balanced opinions rooted in current and
contemporary issues.

Earth’s Story

The purpose of this module is to stimulate an
interest in and a sense of wonder about planet
Earth by telling its story - from the ‘Big Bang’ to
the present day. Pupils will be introduced to
physical and human geography, and develop an
understanding of our changing planet.

Pupils learn about the changing nature of the
Earth and the development of life on our planet
over the past few billion years, the evolution of
life over a few hundred million years, and the
increase in human capabilities and dispersal
around the world over the past hundred
thousand years. In future topics pupils look at
the progression of civilisation over the last ten
thousand years, and the most recent trends of
commercialisation, industrialisation and
globalisation of the last millennium.

This topic harnesses the natural interest
pupils have about Earth in space from primary
school (Scoffham 2013 & 2018). Pupils are
introduced to geological timescales, human
and natural processes evident throughout this
time, and the three types of geography —
physical, human, and environmental.

The Best of the British Isles

In this unit pupils learn about the incredible
physical and human geography of the British
Isles. They examine their perceptions of the
British Isles and begin to search for thematic
patterns and contrasts using different types of
maps, e.g. weather, relief, settlement. The unit
concludes with a group challenge - pupils
create a tour that gives a fair view of the British
Isles.

Pupils will develop their geographical skills
by working with a range of geographical
resources e.g. maps, diagrams, photographs
and Geographical Information Systems

(GIS). OS maps are used to practice 4 and 6
figure grid references, distance, direction, and
height using contour lines in familiar and
unfamiliar locations. Pupils apply their
understanding of physical and human
geography and begin to work with and
interpret more complex geographical sources
including aerial photographs and choropleth
maps.

Frozen Planet

Pupils go back in time to study glacial
environments, from the frozen land mass of
Great Britain in the last Ice Age to the snow-

This topic further enhances pupils’ locational
knowledge by considering the locations of
Earth’s major glaciers. Pupils are introduced
to detailed physical geographical concepts
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covered plateau of Antarctica. Pupils will find
outwhatitis like to explore and live in these
places. They will also discover that ice moves
and flows, which creates some spectacular
landforms.

(e.g. glaciation, erosion) that underpin future
topics.

Climate & Weather

Pupils are introduced to Earth’s climate and
weather systems. This unit begins with a global
approach - focusing on climate zones and the
factors that affect global climate. The UK’s
climate and weather is then considered.
Fieldwork around the school (microclimates)
completes the topic.

This topic consolidates geographical and
locational knowledge and understanding from
previous topics and stretches this by getting
pupils to apply climatic understanding to
explain environmental variation between
different countries and locations within the
UK.

Pupils develop their understanding of the
fieldwork enquiry process by collecting,
analysing and communicating information
gathered through fieldwork.

Africa - A Land of Contrasts

This topic is all about the second largest
continent in the world - Africa. Any stereotypes
pupils may hold or be aware of will be
challenged as they learn about the differences
that exist across the continent. Pupils will also
learn about one region in detail - the Horn of
Africa.

This is a synoptic unit which draws together
key conceptsin Year 7. Pupils will cover
human geography relating to population and
diversity, along with physical geography
relating to climate and the natural
environment.

Cracking Coasts and a Town in Trouble:
Walton-on-the-Naze

7,000 properties in the UK will be lost to coastal
erosion over the next century. Pupils explore
this issue, focusing on the key features and
processes that work to shape our

coastlines. They focus on how coastlines can
be managed and the conflicts between
stakeholders, which makes this management a
complicated task.

Increasingly detailed knowledge of physical
processes introduced in Year 7 allows pupils
to describe and explain different
environments.

Once pupils are more secure in their
understanding of physical processes,
students complete a complex enquiry which
supports the development of disciplinary
knowledge. Itincreases their capacity to
recognise and ask geographical questions and
to critique unfamiliar sources of information.

Why Do Borders Matter?

Governments manage borders, but humans live
inside them. Pupils consider how the lines we
use to split up the planet play a decisive role in
the past, present and future of billions of
people. Pupils also consider the issues
surrounding migration using contemporary case
studies including the Ukraine-Russia conflict
and migrant workers in Qatar.

This topic primarily focuses on human
geographical concepts introduced in the Best
of the British Isles topic in Year 7, building
pupils’ understanding of how borders are
created, and why and how population
structure changes. This will enable pupils to
begin to consider the impacts of this change
on governmental systems and human
populations.
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Through a variety of unfamiliar place-based
exemplars (Mexico, Qatar, Ukraine-Russia,
Democratic Republic of Congo) pupils will
begin to gain a greater understanding of the
key differences and similarities between these
locations.

Raging Rivers and Ferocious

Floods In this unit, pupils look
at some of the world’s most spectacular rivers,
how they shape the land, and how flooding can
lead to disastrous impacts in places around the
world.

This topic considers the interactions between
human and physical activity.

Pupils will apply their previous knowledge and
geographical skills gained in the Coasts topic
to new and unfamiliar contexts.

Utilising the enquiry skills developed at the
start of the year, pupils will become
increasingly confident in working
independently through the fieldwork process
on the school site. The topic finishes with
climate change, which reinforces connections
to prior topics (Coasts, Climate, Glaciers) and
establishes the foundations for more
sophisticated climate debates in Year 9.

Changing Cities

As the global population grows, towns and
cities will be expected to cope with an extra 2.5
billion people by 2050. In this unit, pupils begin
to understand the opportunities and challenges
that urbanisation presents.

This unit requires an existing understanding of
population distribution and density
(established in Year 7), and how processes
interact to change this over time.

Pupils consider more substantive theories and
ideas including urbanisation, urban growth,
urban decline and regeneration using a range
of examples (Hong Kong, Detroit, Mumbai).

How is Asia being transformed?

Asia is a diverse continent of 49

countries. Dynamic changes have taken place
here in the last 50 years. India and China are
now very important to the world’s economy,
cities are growing rapidly, and no other
continent in the world has seen greater levels of
economic growth in the last twenty years than
Asia. This unitintroduces pupils to some of
these transformational changes — both positive
and negative.

This is a synoptic unit which draws together
key conceptsin Year 8. Pupils will cover
human geography relating to population,
urbanisation, development and economic
activity and consider how these interact to
create change.

Pupils will extend their locational and
contextual knowledge of globally significant
places through place-based exemplars.
This topic also builds upon pupils’ prior
understanding of environmental change.
Pupils will more extensively consider how
environmental change can be brought about
by human activity through globalisation
including the role of trans-national
corporations and an example of the fast
fashion industry. Pupils become more
confident with their geographical higher order
skills.
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The Power of the Planet

We live in an amazing, ever-changing world full
of natural wonders. This topic focuses on great
forces that have created and shaped the Earth
and impacted on people all around the

world. Volcanoes are one of the most
fundamental forces on our planet. Students
explore the impact of dramatic volcanic
eruptions in contrasting places.

With a sound knowledge of physical and
human processes developed in Year 7 and 8,
pupils consider more extensively how
physical

and human geographical processes interact
at different scales to cause varied impacts.
Pupils build on their decision-making skills by
considering a complex decision-making
exercise about development on a volcanic
island. This helps students to

understand the natural challenges people
face

across the globe and begin to utilise a
problem- solving mentality to 'real world'
issues.

Perceptions of the Planet -is our
understanding of the world wrong?

The purpose of this module is to challenge our
perceptions of the planet, change the way
students see the world, and suggest things are
probably better than they think. This scheme of
work reveals some instincts that distort our
perspective 4€e from our tendency to divide the
world into two camps (usually some version of
“us” and “them”) to the way we consume media
(paying attention to the negative and dramatic
stories) to how we perceive progress (believing
that most things are getting worse). Using
positive stories and real, data-based
information, this topic encourages a new
thinking habit that will challenge the way
students see the world and empower them to
respond to challenges and opportunities of the
future.

This topic consolidates prior learning,
requiring students to have an understanding
of

population, natural resources, industrial
structure, as well as climatic and
environmental conditions. Students will apply
this previous knowledge and consider how
these factors enable and limit the
development of countries around the world.

Pupils also learn about disciplinary knowledge
and the practices of geographers by
considering how views of development have
changed over time.

Our Blue Planet - How can oceans be
sustainably managed for the future?

Our ocean is the earth's defining feature. But
the blue of our blue planetis so much more
than just a colour. It is rich with life and plays an
important role in keeping our planet stable and
healthy. Worryingly, we are seeing our ocean
change, for the worse. Our Blue Planet
introduces students to the value of the world’s
oceans, why they’re under threat, the cutting-
edge research science to protect species
across the world, and clever technological
solutions to manage our oceans sustainably.

Pupils build on their understanding of physical
geography. They consider complex changes
(e.g. trophic cascades) and interconnections
(food webs) and develop a more complex
understanding of sustainability and
sustainable management.

This topic also stretches pupils’ geographical
higher order thinking skills with several
opportunities to assess and evaluate
geographical information.

Extreme Environments
This unitis all about harsh and challenging
places on Earth including hot deserts and

Pupils will build upon their previous
experience of considering the interactions
between physical and human
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tropical rainforests. Pupils learn about the
characteristics of these places, understand
how plants, animals and people survive, and
consider the ways in which these places are
under threat.

processes. Pupils will explore and analyse the
complex relationships that exist within these
biomes, and the effect that human interaction
and intervention can have. Pupils will more
extensively consider how environmental
change can be brought about by human
activity by analysing local and global changes
and an example of the palm oil industry.

Adventures in the Anthropocene

We live in epoch-making times. The changes
humans have made in recent decades have
altered our world beyond anything it has
experienced in its 4.5 billion-year history —we
have become a force on par with earth-
shattering asteroids and planet-cloaking
volcanoes. This topic explores how humanity’s
changes are reshaping our living planet,
transforming our relationship with the natural
world, and suggests how we might engineer
Earth for the future.

This is a synoptic unit which draws together
key concepts taught throughout Key Stage 3
including change, climate change, and human
development.

Locational knowledge and concepts covered
over the three-year course will be
reconsolidated and embedded within this
topic, encouraging students to actively
retrieve previous knowledge.

Assessment

A range of assessment opportunities are used to gauge learning, provide feedback, and help
your child to make progress in Geography. Approaches include short tests, more developed
enquiries to assess conceptual understanding and skills, essays, oral presentations, and

problem-solving and decision-making exercises.

Supporting your child

What you can do at home:

Geography is topical, so encouraging your child to watch the news and read newspapers
will help inform them of the issues facing the world. Good sources include the BBC
Science & Environment pages, relevant documentaries on the BBC and Channel 4 in
addition to quality newspaper articles. Geography is full of opinions, so debating
controversial topics is a way of training the Geographer within!

Buy your child an atlas, or a map of the world, or a globe... not only will it help with their
studies, but also you can look at the location of places you have travelled to, find
unknown places in the news, or ask them to locate places they have studied.

Encourage your child to read fiction and non-fiction with a geographical theme. The
‘Horrible Geography’ series is highly recommended for Year 7. The series consists of 12
titles; each book has a clear geographical focus. The books are suitable for ages 9-12.

Use Google Earth and take a virtual journey to any location in the world! Explore 3D
buildings, imagery and terrain. Find cities, places and local features. Great to explore
places you have been or places you dream of travelling to...
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e Using an Ordnance Survey map, ask your child to locate their home and the homes of
others on the map. Ask them to provide 4- and 6-figure grid references. You could also
ask your child to plan a family walk or outing using the map.

e Elements of the Geography topics at KS3 follow the geog.123 pupil books. Pupils will
have access to these textbooks in lessons. An additional copy at home could be useful
to help review classwork, although this is not essential.

Equipment:

A pencil, ruler and writing pens are essential in every Geography lesson. It may also be useful to
have the following items: sharpener, eraser, colouring pencils (green, red, blue, brown as a
minimum), compass, calculator, highlighter, glue stick, scissors.

Extended learning

Homework policy:

The Geography department sets homework on average twice per half term. These tasks will
usually take approximately 30 minutes to complete. The type of homework varies depending on
the topic but could include competitions, revision, research, quizzes, essays, etc.

Clubs/ Enrichment opportunities:

‘Explore More!’ is the Geography department’s programme of extra-curricular opportunities:
competitions, trips, and talks to connect pupils to real-life Geographers! These opportunities
will be advertised during tutor time, assemblies, and by your child’s Geography teacher in
lessons.

Extended study suggestions and reading lists:

Any opportunity to read around the subject by looking at recent geographical events in the news
and online is welcome. This should help develop pupils’ global understanding and

knowledge. Good sources include the BBC Environment and Science pages, relevant
documentaries on the BBC and Channel 4 in addition to quality news articles. Further reading
opportunities are also included in lessons.

Possible trips and visits:

Microclimate investigation around the school site (Year 7)

Walton-on-the-Naze to study coastal environments (Year 8)

Infiltration investigation around the school site (Year 8)

International trip to the Azores, Iceland, or Italy (Year 9 and above)



