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KEY DATES  

for Autumn Term 2 

Subscribe to our calendar! 

MESSAGE FROM THE 
Dear Parents and Carers, 

This half term may have been a short one, but it has certainly 

been action-packed. Our students and staff have shown 

incredible energy, enthusiasm, and commitment across all 

areas of school life. From academic decision-making to artistic 

performances, competitive sport, and enrichment, it has been 

wonderful to see the school buzzing with activity. 

Our Year 9 students have been selecting their options for next 

year, marking the start of their Key Stage 4 journey. 

Meanwhile, our Year 10 boys’ football team achieved a 

fantastic district cup victory, demonstrating great teamwork and 

sportsmanship. And, speaking of Year 10, well done Dylan - 

through to the FutureChef National Final! 

The Music Department has also been busy, with the Piano 

Competition Finals and the KS3 and KS4 Recital Evenings 

showcasing an impressive range of musical talent. We are very 

proud of everyone who took part. 

For our older students in Years 11, 12, and 13, this half term 

has been filled with mock exams and assessments. Their focus 

and determination have been excellent, and we commend them 

for their hard work. 

A particular highlight this half term was our first ever 

Enrichment Fair, held at the start of February. We welcomed 

over 400 students eager to explore clubs, activities, and 

leadership opportunities. The enthusiasm on display 

demonstrated just how important enrichment is within our 

school community. 

As our Enrichment Programme continues to grow, we are keen 

to strengthen partnerships with parents, carers, and the wider 

community. If you have a skill, talent, or area of expertise you 

would be willing to share, or if your workplace is interested in 

community outreach, we would love to hear from you. We are 

always looking to broaden our offer and provide meaningful 

opportunities for our young people. 

If you would like to get involved, please contact us at cam-

enrichment@cambournevc.org. We would be delighted to 

welcome you into our enrichment community. 

Thank you for your continued support. We wish you a restful 

half-term break and look forward to an exciting second half of 

the spring term. And in the meantime, we hope you enjoy 

reading this edition of News@Cam and exploring the fantastic 

things our students have been doing. 

With kind regards, 

Lynn Mayes 

Principal 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KEY DATES  

for Spring Term 2 

Subscribe to our calendar! 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL 

Wed 25th & Thurs 26th February:  
Sixth Form Showcase! (7pm) 

Thursday 26th February:  
Year 10 Parent Consultation 

Monday 2nd & Thursday 5th March:   
Yr11 GCSE Geography Fieldwork Trips 

TRIP: Eco Council visit to British 
Antarctic Survey 

Tuesday 3rd-Friday 6th March:  
GCSE Food Exams 

Wednesday 4th March:   
AQA Unlocking Potential (mid point) 

- Year 8 Careers Carousel 

Thursday 5th March: 
 World Book Day 

Parent Forum Meeting 4 

Monday 9th - Friday 13th March:  
Year 13 Assessments 

Tuesday 10th March:  
Maths Lecture “How to eat 

Chocolate” (4pm) 

Wed 11th - Sat 14th March:  
Whole School Production 

Monday 16th - Friday 27th March:  
Year 10 Mocks 

Wednesday 18th March: Year 8 HPV 
Vaccinations 

Thursday 19th March:  
Year 8 Parent Consultation 

A Level Musical Performing Exams 

Thursday 26th March:  
Spring Concert 

Friday 27th March:  
Year 7 & Year 11 Full Reports Out 

Mon 30th March - Fri 10th April: 
Easter Holidays! 

Monday 13th April:  
Staff Training (no pupils in school) 

Tuesday 14th April:  
All pupils return to school 

https://www.facebook.com/CambourneVC
https://www.instagram.com/cambourne_vc/
https://bsky.app/profile/cambournevc.bsky.social
https://www.linkedin.com/company/cambourne-vc-sf
http://WWW.CAMBOURNEVC.ORG
webcal://calendar.google.com/calendar/ical/cambournevillagecollege@gmail.com/public/basic.ics
mailto:cam-enrichment@cambournevc.org
mailto:cam-enrichment@cambournevc.org
webcal://calendar.google.com/calendar/ical/cambournevillagecollege@gmail.com/public/basic.ics
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2026 SPRING 1 v1 

FOR PE CLUBS: Remember to scan the QR code in the changing rooms to register your attendance for the club.   

Boys – meet at back doors to orange changing rooms  /  Girls – meet at back doors to green changing rooms 

 

FOR ALL OTHER CLUBS: Please register with a member of staff   

Our weekly lunchtime and after school club timetable: 

ENRICHMENT 

SPRING 1 

MONDAY   WEDNESDAY  L
U

N
 

Myths B11  

L
U

N
C

H
           

Blooket SF10 

First Aid B13  Clio History (KS5) (WkB) SF6 

Unseen Poetry EN15  Debate SF2 A
F

T
E

R
 S

C
H

O
O

L
   

Basketball (All years) SH  German Translation Bee O12 

CamBookWorms EN14  Prefects (WkA) O11 

Cheer leaders Gym  RoboCon (by invitation) COMP02 

German Revision (KS4) (WkA) O16  

A
F

T
E

R
 S

C
H

O
O

L
  

Anime and Manga COMP01 

Making History ART02  Axiom Maths (by invitation) P03 

Maths Sparx COMP03  Dodgeball (All years) Gym 

Orchestra MUSIC  Eco Council O16 

Physics (GCSE) SC11  English Exam Practice (Yr11) (WkA) EN15 

Rugby (Boys) ASTRO  FIXTURES   

Rugby (Girls) ASTRO  Kitchen Garden FOOD TECH 

STEM SC15  Maths Clinic (Sixth Form) SF15 

Studio Time (Yr11) DTSF  Samba Drums MUSIC 

Tenner Challenge (Business students) G01  Studio Time (Yr13) DTSF 

    Table Tennis DH 

TUESDAY  Volleyball (All years) SH L
U

N
C

H
      

Christian Union P03     

Eco-Ambassadors  O16  THURSDAY 

Environmental News (KS5) (WkA) SF6  

L
U

N
C

H
             

Clash Royal COMP03 

History Reading and Film  B12  Comp Science NEA/Revision (KS4/5) COMP02 

Language Leaders (Yr9) COMP03  Exotic Japan G03 

Spanish Translation Bee O11  History Revision (KS4) B14 

We Are... Molecules O15  International Council COMP03 A
F

T
E

R
 S

C
H

O
O

L
                                                 

Art (KS3) ART  RS Revision (Yr11) P17 

Badminton/ Pickle Ball SH  Spanish Spelling Bee O11 

Biology (GCSE) SC22  

A
F

T
E

R
 

Badminton (All years) SH 

Boys Voices MUSIC  Fitness (All years) FS 

Chemistry (GCSE) SC13  School Musical PH 

Creative Writing  EN01 
 

Sports Leaders Opportunities/Meetings 
CHECK SL 

BOARD 

Dance (WkA) DANCE ST.     

Football ASTRO  FRIDAY   

Healthy Relationship Ambassadors  G01  

L
U

N
   

Spanish and French (KS3) O13 

Hong Kong Community KS3 DH  Student Council (WkA) O11 

Jazz Band  MUSIC  Chess (WkA) P17 

A
F

T
E

R
 S

C
H

O
O

L
 

Junior Choir MUSIC  German Revision (KS4) (WkB) O16 

Kitchen Garden 
FOOD 

DEPT 
 MFL Intervention/ Revision (KS4) O14 

NFL ASTRO  Senior Choir MUSIC 

Paper Society P01  Warhammer/ Board Games/ Dungeons 

and Dragons  

P16 

Taking Up Space 
SF 

CANTEEN 
 

Textiles DT06     

       

TUES 10 FEB - 3.15PM - SENIOR BOOK CLUB (YR10-13 + STAFF) - LIBRARY 

https://www.facebook.com/CambourneVC
https://www.instagram.com/cambourne_vc/
https://bsky.app/profile/cambournevc.bsky.social
https://www.linkedin.com/company/cambourne-vc-sf
http://WWW.CAMBOURNEVC.ORG
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MATHS EUREKA DAY 
 
In January, some of our budding Year 9 mathematicians attended the Maths Eureka Day, run by 
the Cambridge Maths School. It was an exciting and inspiring day that focused on stretching our 
thinking and problem-solving skills. We took part in a range of talks and activities that showed us 
how creative and interesting maths can be. The sessions helped us see maths in a different way 
compared to normal lessons. 

The day included activities led by NRICH, ASMP and Cambridge Maths School, and they were 
both challenging and fun. The event is aimed at Year 9 students who enjoy maths and want to 
push themselves further. Everyone worked really hard, supported each other, and didn’t give up 
even when problems were tricky. We all came back feeling proud, more confident, and motivated 
to keep challenging ourselves in maths. 

https://www.facebook.com/CambourneVC
https://www.instagram.com/cambourne_vc/
https://bsky.app/profile/cambournevc.bsky.social
https://www.linkedin.com/company/cambourne-vc-sf
http://WWW.CAMBOURNEVC.ORG
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YEAR 7 GIRLS’ FOOTBALL  
 

The Year 7 girls’ football team began their campaign at Comberton in a small tournament, where 

they faced two other schools. Despite the team coming together only on the day, the girls stood 

out with a strong performance, securing one win and one loss. 

A few weeks later, their County Cup run began with a sunset fixture against Hinchingbrooke 

School. The girls delivered a confident performance throughout, playing some lovely football and 

showing real defensive strength. Both teams produced excellent saves, but Cambourne stayed 

on top for most of the match. A final kick–of–the–game goal sealed a 5–0 victory for Cambourne 

and a place in the quarter-finals. 

In the next round, Cambourne were drawn away to Sawtry Village Academy. This led to plenty of 

tactical discussions on the minibus journey. On arrival, the team learned Sawtry had an academy 

player in their squad, reinforcing the need to be at their best. The girls started strongly, creating 

several chances, though Sawtry responded with opportunities of their own. Cambourne pushed 

ahead to 2–1 and, despite sustained pressure from Sawtry, held on brilliantly to secure the win. 

The semi-final saw Cambourne face Comberton Village College once again. Despite a 

determined performance, the girls fell short with a 3–1 loss, bringing their impressive cup run to 

an end. 

A key highlight across the season was the team’s outstanding teamwork, determination, 

encouragement, enthusiasm, and resilience in every fixture. Reaching the semi-finals of the 

County Cup is an achievement the girls should be incredibly proud of. 

Well done to the Year 7 girls! 

ENRICHMENT 
PLATINUM 
AWARD WINNERS 
 

Congratulations to our first Enrichment Platinum 
Award winners! 

A huge well done to Thomas (Year 8) and Molly 
(Year 9), who each attended an average of five 
clubs per week last half term.  

We couldn’t be prouder of their dedication and the 
way they’ve developed their Cam VC Character 
traits.  

 

There are lots of opportunities to get involved in our 
enrichment programme and the new clubs 
timetable for next half term will be published soon 
after we return.  

https://www.facebook.com/CambourneVC
https://www.instagram.com/cambourne_vc/
https://bsky.app/profile/cambournevc.bsky.social
https://www.linkedin.com/company/cambourne-vc-sf
http://WWW.CAMBOURNEVC.ORG
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DESIGN VENTURA  
  
Last week, our talented Design Ventura competition winners, Chloe, Hannah, Ola and Sofiia, had the 
incredible opportunity to travel to London for a behind-
the-scenes look at how real products make their 
journey from idea to reality. Their winning creation—
Loopy Loom, a portable loom designed to encourage 
the recycling and reuse of old clothing—took centre 
stage throughout the day as students collaborated with 
industry professionals to refine their product for 
manufacturing. 
The day began with an exciting visit to CNC Projects 
Studio, where students were invited into the world of 
digital fabrication. Welcomed by industry experts, they 
explored early prototypes of their product and gained 
first‑hand insight into how design concepts are 
transformed using advanced technologies. One of the 
highlights came when the team watched a CNC 
machine produce a component of their loom right 
before their eyes—a moment that made the design 
process feel more real than ever. 
Following this, the group met with the product’s 
designer to finalise decisions on both the structure of 
Loopy Loom and its packaging. Students discussed 
materials, durability, user experience, and the visual 
identity of their product. These conversations allowed 
them to see how creative choices must balance 
usability, functionality, and manufacturability—key 
considerations in professional design. 
This unique opportunity gave our students an invaluable, 
real‑world understanding of the full manufacturing and design 
process. From initial concept sketches to production‑ready 
decisions, they experienced each step alongside the professionals 
who bring products to life. It was a once-in-a-lifetime chance to 
immerse themselves in the creative industry and see how their 
ideas can shape the 
future of sustainable 
design. 
The day ended with 
excitement, inspiration, 
and a renewed sense of 
possibility.  
Loopy Loom is well on 
its way to becoming a 
finished product and will 
be available for 
purchase at the Design 
Museum shop later on 
this year. 

https://www.facebook.com/CambourneVC
https://www.instagram.com/cambourne_vc/
https://bsky.app/profile/cambournevc.bsky.social
https://www.linkedin.com/company/cambourne-vc-sf
http://WWW.CAMBOURNEVC.ORG
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https://www.facebook.com/CambourneVC
https://www.instagram.com/cambourne_vc/
https://bsky.app/profile/cambournevc.bsky.social
https://www.linkedin.com/company/cambourne-vc-sf
http://WWW.CAMBOURNEVC.ORG
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https://www.facebook.com/CambourneVC
https://www.instagram.com/cambourne_vc/
https://bsky.app/profile/cambournevc.bsky.social
https://www.linkedin.com/company/cambourne-vc-sf
http://WWW.CAMBOURNEVC.ORG
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YEAR 10 BOYS’ FOOTBALL 
Match reports written by Zach M Yr10 Student Manager 

First Round: Cambourne 4:1 Netherhall 

The lads started with a scintillating win over Netherhall, with goals from Henry M, 2 from Theo P — 

including an absolute screamer — and 1 from Luke C. The first half ended 1–1 with goals from both sides. 

In the second half the boys turned it on and scored 3 great goals in quick succession, and the game was 

dead and buried by the final whistle. 

Second Round: Cambourne 3:3 Bottisham (4–2 on penalties) 

The boys started off slow, conceding 2 soft goals. A moment of magic turned it around with an absolute 

pile driver from Theo P. 2–1 at half time, something to fight for. But yet again the boys started slow, 

conceding another — 3–1. Ten minutes to go, a quick double substitution from the gaffer, bringing on Will 

A and Mustafa A. Instant impact: a ball over the top from Mustafa A and Will A pounced on the end of it — 

a tidy finish, 3–2. 

Last-minute corner ball, everyone is up for it. A brilliant ball from Mustafa A, headed by the opposition 

player, fell at Jack J’s feet and he volleys it into the top corner. A moment for the ages — 3–3, last kick of 

the game. 

Now penalties. Two fantastic saves from Roman PS and a brilliant penalty from Mustafa A and the game 

was over. A great comeback and the boys are through to the Semi-Finals. 

Semi-Finals: Chesterton 2:2 Cambourne (2–4 on penalties) 

The lads started off fast with a great ball over the top and Will A was in behind the back line and lobbed 

the keeper with a cheeky finish, 0–1 to Cambourne. Then the game turned into a cagey affair; 

Chesterton’s star player took it past a few of our players and his shot hit the post and unluckily hit off Rory 

W and went in our own net. An unlucky setback — 1–1. 

Chesterton are back on the attack — a shot from the edge of the box whistles past Roman PS, a great 

finish — 2–1 Chesterton. The boys are losing at halftime. 

The second half was a bit of a dog fight: constant pressure from Chesterton, a couple of outstanding 

saves from Roman PS, and the boys have a lifeline. Finally, an opening — Henry M gets through on the 

right and swings a cross into Will A, and he bundles it across the line. 2–2. 

The ref blows for full-time — 2–2 — penalties again. Yet again Roman PS makes a fantastic save and 

their player smacks it against the bar. Mustafa A, again to win it, smashes it home. The boys are through 

to the Final!! 

https://www.facebook.com/CambourneVC
https://www.instagram.com/cambourne_vc/
https://bsky.app/profile/cambournevc.bsky.social
https://www.linkedin.com/company/cambourne-vc-sf
http://WWW.CAMBOURNEVC.ORG
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The Final: Cambourne 3:0 Cottenham – 

Newmarket Town FC 

 

The final started off scrappy — a great goal-line 

clearance from Ronnie S kept the game at 0–0 going 

into halftime. Pressure again from Cottenham — a 

fantastic save from Roman PS to tip it onto the post, 

still 0–0. A scrappy corner from Cottenham falls to 

their captain inside the 6-yard box, and he smashes 

it against the bar. A let-off for the boys. 

Chance for Henry M — he smashes it into the side 

netting and the boys are 1–0 up. This saw the shift of 

the game; the lads turned it on. Ronnie S wins a free 

kick on the right-hand side, Theo P crosses it into 

the box and Henry M rises highest to head it home. 2

–0, the boys are in fantasy land. 

Relentless pressure from Cambourne — Theo P 

gets the ball on the edge and cracks one on the 

volley and it whistles past the goalkeeper. 3–0, game 

over. The rest of the game the boys kept pushing for 

more, but it just didn’t happen. The lads cruised to 

the final whistle — Cambourne 3, Cottenham 0. 

Absolute scenes — District Final Winners, U15 

Champions. 

Squad 

Dylan J, Jack J, Theo P, Frankie B, James B, Rory W, Moses C, Jasper M, Mustafa A, Henry M, Roman 

PS, Ronnie S, Will A, Harry B, Haydn W, Luke C. 

Student Manager – Zach M 

https://www.facebook.com/CambourneVC
https://www.instagram.com/cambourne_vc/
https://bsky.app/profile/cambournevc.bsky.social
https://www.linkedin.com/company/cambourne-vc-sf
http://WWW.CAMBOURNEVC.ORG


 11 

 

WWW.CAMBOURNEVC.ORG 

 INAUGURAL ENRICHMENT FAIR 
 

On Tuesday 3rd February, Cam VC proudly hosted its first ever Enrichment Fair, an inspiring 

celebration of the diverse opportunities available to students beyond the classroom. The event 

was expertly organised and led by our Enrichment Prefects, whose dedication ensured 

everything ran seamlessly and highlighted the strength of our student leadership team. 

More than 450 students gave up their lunchtimes to attend, exploring around 40 of the 75 clubs 

available this half term. Equally impressive were the students representing their clubs. Their 

enthusiasm, confidence, and pride brought each activity to life, reflecting the creativity and 

commitment at the heart of our enrichment programme. 

The fair not only showcased achievements but also embodied the very principles that define 

enrichment at Cam VC: kindness, independence, and curiosity. Whether offering guidance to 

newcomers, taking initiative in leading demonstrations, or exploring new experiences with 

genuine interest, students demonstrated these values throughout the event. 

From the hum of sewing machines and vibrant musical performances to hands-on science 

experiments and stunning artistic displays, the hall buzzed with energy and excitement. The 

event captured the remarkable breadth of talent within our school and the supportive environment 

that enables students to collaborate, grow, and celebrate one another’s successes. 

A huge thank you to all the students, teaching staff, and our fantastic site team whose hard work 

and enthusiasm made the event such a success. The Enrichment Fair is set to become a much-

loved fixture in our school calendar, and we already can’t wait to do it all again next year! 

Ms Clissold 
School Enrichment Coordinator 

https://www.facebook.com/CambourneVC
https://www.instagram.com/cambourne_vc/
https://bsky.app/profile/cambournevc.bsky.social
https://www.linkedin.com/company/cambourne-vc-sf
http://WWW.CAMBOURNEVC.ORG
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 FUTURECHEF 
 

We are incredibly proud of Dylan (Year 10), who competed on 
Wednesday 11th February in the Regional Finals of the 
FutureChef competition — a nationally recognised culinary 
challenge for young chefs. 

A few weeks before the Regional Final, Dylan had an inspiring 
experience that fuelled his passion and preparation. “I have a 
real passion for cooking, and I was fortunate to be offered the 
incredible opportunity to attend an event hosted by Marco Pierre 
White at Magdalene College in Cambridge. Marco delivered a 
demonstration of his new food venture to an audience of Head 
Chefs from colleges across Cambridge. During the event, he 
invited me to assist him, naming me his Commis Chef for the 
day — an experience I will never forget!” 

That unforgettable opportunity 
strengthened his determination, and on 
Wednesday, Dylan created an 
outstanding two-course menu featuring 
pan-fried sea bream on pea risotto 
with sautéed celeriac and charred 
bacon, followed by Cambridge burnt 
cream with sable biscuits. His dishes 
showcased impressive technical skill, thoughtful flavour pairing, and 
excellent presentation. 

Most notably, the judges were struck by Dylan’s enthusiasm, passion, 
and commitment — and we are delighted to announce that he won 
the Regional Final! 

Dylan will now represent the school at the National Final next 
month, competing against ten other talented young chefs from 
across the country. 

Congratulations, Dylan — an exceptional achievement. We wish 
you the very best of luck in the next stage of the competition! 

https://www.facebook.com/CambourneVC
https://www.instagram.com/cambourne_vc/
https://bsky.app/profile/cambournevc.bsky.social
https://www.linkedin.com/company/cambourne-vc-sf
http://WWW.CAMBOURNEVC.ORG
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 KS3/4 RECITAL EVENING 
 

Well done to all the students who performed in the KS3 & KS4 Recital Evening on the 9th of 

February. It was wonderful to see such a fantastic turnout, especially as participation in the event 

was entirely voluntary. 

The evening offered students a valuable 

opportunity to perform in front of a live 

audience, and it was truly inspiring to 

see so many young musicians step out 

of their comfort zones and shine on 

stage. 

Performances showcased an impressive 

range of talent—from beloved musical 

theatre classics to the timeless beauty 

of Vivaldi, alongside popular hits and 

imaginative original compositions. 

We are incredibly proud of every student who took part and contributed to such an enjoyable and 
memorable evening. We are already looking forward to hosting more recitals like this in the 
future. 

Well done to: Zaina, Gloria, Marcelina, Abigail B, Leila C, Izzy T, Beth H, Hannah Z, Abi, Shyla, 
Amelia L, Anna W, Marco O, Daniel T, Rex K, Jessie W, Elsa L, Mason W, Edith H, Auston, 
James B, Ben R, Isaac W, Sophie D, Alesha P,and Aapurya  

https://www.facebook.com/CambourneVC
https://www.instagram.com/cambourne_vc/
https://bsky.app/profile/cambournevc.bsky.social
https://www.linkedin.com/company/cambourne-vc-sf
http://WWW.CAMBOURNEVC.ORG
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LIBRARY LATEST 
January may be grey and bleak outside, but students have received a warm welcome as they 

keep themselves busy and occupied in the library. 

Our Library Leaders are quickly picking up the skills they need to help with the day-to-day 

running of the library, issuing and returning books, shelving them correctly and promoting reading 

through displays and genuine enthusiasm. 

HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL DAY 

Holocaust Memorial Day was marked 

on 27th January – the anniversary of 

the liberation of the Nazi concentration 

and death camp Auschwitz-Birkenau. 

On and around this day, schools, 

communities, and faith groups across 

the UK come together in national and 

local events to commemorate those 

who became victims of the Nazis and 

their collaborators, as well as victims of 

more recent genocides. It is also a time 

to reflect on the contemporary 

relevance of the Holocaust. 

This year, students from Years 7, 8 and 9 joined a live-streamed event in the library with award-

winning writer Tom Palmer, author of After the War. He was joined by his special guest, Ruth 

Barnett, and together they discussed her life and experience as a displaced person growing up in 

England in the 1940s and 1950s. They also explored why it remains vital to keep sharing her 

story and how her experiences help bridge the generations. Students were invited to submit 

questions to the speakers. Those from CamVC asked: 

• What did she (Ruth) teach? (Dev) 

• After teaching, what did you do next to help? (name not recorded) 

• Did you know what was happening 

in Auschwitz? (Manuel) 

• What were British attitudes to 

German refugees? (Eveline) 

 

A final question asked: “What can we 

do now to help refugees?” 

Ruth responded, “Be kind. Talk to 

refugees, they are human beings. Make 

them welcome. Show compassion.”     

A message for us all. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/CambourneVC
https://www.instagram.com/cambourne_vc/
https://bsky.app/profile/cambournevc.bsky.social
https://www.linkedin.com/company/cambourne-vc-sf
http://WWW.CAMBOURNEVC.ORG
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LIBRARY LATEST 
BOOKMARK COMPETITION 

The winner of the Open Evening bookmark competition (held in October last year) was 

announced as John, a student from Jeavons Wood Primary School. Mrs Fielding White, one of 

our librarians, visited John as well as runner-up Erik, who is also a student at Jeavons Wood. 

When presented with their prizes, the boys shared that they are not only at the same school, but 

also best friends! Neither knew the other had entered the competition until they were notified that 

they were winner and runner-up respectively—a happy coincidence. 

Their winning designs will appear on bookmarks to be distributed in book boxes to all Cambourne 
primary schools next term. This forms part of a transition activity organised through the library. 
Every year, during the Spring Term, book boxes are delivered to our feeder schools to support 
our Summer Reading Passport. We encourage our new intake to choose books and complete 
activities to help them develop their reading skills and bridge the summer gap. Year 6 pupils 
intending to join us are encouraged to borrow a book over the summer and return it to us in 
September along with their completed passport. 

We can’t wait to see your completed passports in September 2026! 

https://www.facebook.com/CambourneVC
https://www.instagram.com/cambourne_vc/
https://bsky.app/profile/cambournevc.bsky.social
https://www.linkedin.com/company/cambourne-vc-sf
http://WWW.CAMBOURNEVC.ORG
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RECOMMENDED READS 
 

 

 

WHEN THE WORLD WAS OURS by Liz Kessler 

Three friends. One memory. 
Vienna, 1936. 

Three young friends—Leo, Elsa, and Max—spend a perfect day 
together, unaware that Europe is descending into darkness and that 
they will soon be cruelly torn apart. Their lives lead them across 
Germany, England, Prague, and Poland—will they ever find their 
way back to one another? And if they do, will they want to? 

Inspired by a true story, When the World Was Ours is a powerful and 
heartbreaking novel that shows how love, family, and friendship can 
still offer glimmers of hope, even in the most hopeless of times. 
(Available from the school library and on SORA) 

 

 

OVER A THOUSAND HILLS I WALK WITH YOU by Hanna 

Jansen 

Before that fateful April day, Jeanne lived the life of a typical 
Rwandan girl. She bickered with her little sister, went to school, and 
teased her brother. Then, in one horrifying night, everything changed. 
Political turmoil unleashed a wave of violence against the Tutsi ethnic 
group. Jeanne’s family, all Tutsis, fled their home and tried 
desperately to reach safety. 

They did not succeed. As the only survivor of her family’s massacre, 
Jeanne witnessed unspeakable acts. This haunting story was told to 
Jeanne’s adoptive mother, who brings to life the events of the 1994 
Rwandan genocide with unforgettable clarity. 
(Available from the school library – Year 9+) 

 

BOOK by John Agard 

Books contain countless tales—but what if Book told its own story? 
From clay tablets to e-readers, this is a quirky and memorable 
journey through the history of the written word. 

One of humankind’s greatest creations, the book gains its own witty, 
idiosyncratic voice as it recounts the evolution from papyrus scrolls 
to medieval manuscripts to modern print. Along the way, Book 
reflects on the alphabet, ancient libraries (known to Egyptians as 
“the healing place of the soul”), and even book burning. With bold 
black-and-white illustrations by Neil Packer, Book is a captivating 
nonfiction work by one of England’s leading poets. 
(Available from the school library) 

https://www.facebook.com/CambourneVC
https://www.instagram.com/cambourne_vc/
https://bsky.app/profile/cambournevc.bsky.social
https://www.linkedin.com/company/cambourne-vc-sf
http://WWW.CAMBOURNEVC.ORG
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SIXTH FORM 
This half term, our Year 13 students have had their sights firmly set on UCAS, with over 80% of 

the cohort submitting applications to universities across the UK and abroad. Nearly 70% of 

students applied to one or more Russell Group institutions, and we are thrilled to see a steady 

stream of offers arriving from universities such as Sheffield, Cardiff, York and Leeds. We have 

also received excellent feedback from admissions tutors, many of whom have praised the high 

quality of our students’ personal statements and the strength of their references. It is clear that all 

their hard work — and the guidance from staff — has truly paid off. 

Students have applied for a wide variety of courses, reflecting the diverse interests and ambitions 

within the year group. Engineering leads the way as the most popular choice, closely followed by 

Law, Computer Science and Psychology. With offers secured, attention now turns to the all-

important final push for exam success as students work to achieve the results needed for their 

next steps. 

In Year 12, students have now completed their first set of formal assessments, giving them 

valuable experience of the demands of Sixth Form study. Alongside their academic work, the 

year group has been deeply engaged in shaping the future of the student community through the 

election of the new Student Council. This year’s council will be led by Co-Presidents Holly W and 

Charlie A, who successfully navigated a challenging selection process of interviews, hustings and 

formal presentations to earn both the student vote and the confidence of the senior leadership 

team. They are joined by a strong team of Vice-Presidents from a wide range of previous schools 

— a wonderful reflection of the diverse backgrounds and perspectives that make our Sixth Form 

community so vibrant. 

We are also eagerly looking ahead to the next Sixth Form Showcase on the 25th and 26th of 

February. Rehearsals are well underway, and the standard of performance is already shaping up 

to be outstanding. Tickets are now available — we encourage everyone to join us for what 

promises to be two fantastic evenings celebrating the creativity and talent of our students. 

Meanwhile, preparations for the future continue as we welcome the Class of ’28. Year 11 

students from across the county have been attending guidance interviews, exploring their subject 

choices, and gaining a sense of the opportunities that await them in our Sixth Form. Their 

enthusiasm, curiosity, and ambition have been wonderful to see, and it already feels as though 

they will be a cohort every bit as determined and hardworking as our current students. 

There has been a real buzz around the Sixth Form 

this term, with students at every stage focusing 

intently on their futures — whether that means 

university, apprenticeships, performances, 

leadership roles or academic milestones. It is a 

privilege to work alongside them and to celebrate 

their achievements as they take their next steps. 

We look forward to welcoming all students back after 

half term on Monday 23rd February, refreshed, 

recharged, and ready to embrace the second half of 

the academic year with energy and purpose. 

UPCOMING EVENTS  

25-26th February:  

7pm - Take the Stage  

 

DEADLINES:  

25th February:  

International Women’s Day 2026 

event 

https://www.facebook.com/CambourneSF
https://www.instagram.com/cambournesf/
https://bsky.app/profile/sfcambourne.bsky.social
https://www.linkedin.com/company/cambourne-vc-sf
http://WWW.CAMBOURNESIXTHFORM.ORG

